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The fiery enthusiasm of Ludwig's early days was already com-
pletely burnt out:

'Calmly I see everything come and calmly I see it go/1
But occasionally the King's cheerful nature won the day.

'Upon the dark night follows the bright to-morrow.'2
Ludwig's fiery nature sought relaxation from all these troubles
and unpleasantnesses in the society of beautiful women. It could
not be otherwise. For him the acme of life was an irresistible desire
to be loved by women.3 His love for Mariannina still existed, but it
had begun to wane. The King admired German women for their
womanliness, but he missed 'the southern ardour and the fire in
their eyes'.4 And without passion he could not live:

'Only in the proximity of the beloved can we savour happiness.1
The delights and disappointments forced him to exclaim:

'Happy the man who Love's dart doth not know,
Whose heart with tender passion doth not glow.
Though never wafted to celestial spheres
He is not cast into a sea of fears/5

His envy of people who do not love disappeared, however, in
a flash when the King beheld a new and enchanting feminine face:

'Joyfully wakens the heralded morning,
Rapturously dawns Love's bright sun anew . . .,
Who cares for treasure, or fame, or renown,
What's the possession of Earth's greatest crown,
Compared with a woman who's loving and true?'6

Although Ludwig strove to be independent of others, to keep
his will and power within bounds, yet, confronted with lovely
eyes and an enchanting figure, all desire for independence dis-
appeared. There was an unceasing struggle between his senses
and the narrowing confines of conscience, and during these
struggles the King knew no peace:

To heights of virtue will the soul attain,
In Sin's dark valley will the flesh remain,
Each to the other bound in ceaseless strife.'7
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